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Current 
Pipeline for 
Flexible-
Use 
Licenses

Auction 110 – 3.45 GHz

Auction 108– 2.5 GHz 

Spectrum Pipeline Act of 2015 
to find 30 MHz by July 1, 2024

Spectrum Relocation Fund 
created in 2004



New Facility for
Experimental STAs
• Experimental STAs are very flexible

• Experimental STAs can be cleared in future auctions



Flexibility in Experimental STAs 

Since 2007, experimental licenses have been issued in over 74,932 frequencies, 
spanning nearly every band defined by the ITU spectrum table

Most of these frequency bands, 58,273, or 77.8%, have been in the valuable middle 
bands below 3 GHz, with most requests occurring for use on the UHF band

Bustamante et al. (2020) reviewed ten years of ERS licenses from 2007-2016, 
finding that the FCC has been able to speed up its time to issue licenses for special 
temporary authority from 100 days to 23 days

STA authorizations are limited to 6 months, while experimental licenses are allowed 
between 6 months and 5 years, with the majority of ERS licenses issued for 2-year 
terms



Experimental Users Cleared from 
3.1 GHz-3.33 GHz



“Spectrum 
Exchange 
Act of 
2024”

“Special Temporary Authority Facility”

Establish national spectrum exchanges of 
4-12 private firms

Allow them to register with the Facility to 
run markets for experimental STAs 
between incumbents and licensees

Require “Certificate of Non-Interference” 
for attestations about interference before 
parties approach the facility



“Federal 
Spectrum 
Contribution 
Act of 2024”
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